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Partnership ‘AgriFood Innovators’
Title of the debate: ‘Regions for Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability’
Date: 
9th October 09.00 - 13.00

Venue: Northern Ireland Executive, 180 Chaussée d'Etterbeek, 1040 Brussels

08.30
Registration 
09.00
Host Welcome
Gerry Mulligan - Head of Office at the Northern Ireland Executive

Dr Sinclair Mayne Director of Sustainable Agri-Food Sciences Division at Agri-Food                                              000000and Bio-sciences Institute (AFBI)

09.05 
Introduction of the Chairperson - Ms. MARIANOU Eleni - Secretary General of Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions
09.15
Panel I: How regional strategies help the European agricultural sector to become more productive and efficient
Mr. Iman Boot, Deputy Head of Unit 1 Environment, Genetic Resources and European Innovation Partnership, European Commission, DG AGRI
Regional experiences and contributions from:
· Umbria Region (IT) – Dr. Ciro Becchetti, Regional Coordinator for Agiculture, Culture and Tourism
· Podlaskie (PL) – Prof. Boguslaw Plawgo, University of Bialystok / BFKK Foundation
· Tuscany (IT) – Dr Camilla Pandolfi on behalf of Prof. Stefano Mancuso, University of Florence
· Wielkopolska Region (PL) - PhD Engineer Joanna Witczak, Poznan University of Economics
· Province of Flevoland (NL) – Hillebrand Koning, Senior Policy Advisor, Province of Flevoland 
Q&A from the audience

11.00 
Coffee Break & Networking opportunity 
11.30
Panel II: How Innovation plays an important role in the Regions in order to improve the competitiveness of European agri-food enterprises
Mr. Massimo Burioni, Research Programme Officer - Sustainable use of natural resources in crop production systems, environmental impact of agricultural activities, climate change, European Commission, DG RESEARCH
Regional experiences and contributions from:
· Swietokrzyskie Voivodship (PL) – Mr  Grzegorz Orawiec, Marshal Office of the Swietokrzyskie Voivodship, Director Department of the Regional Development
· Aosta Valley Autonomous Region (IT) - Mr Claudio Bredy, Head of Unit at the Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources of the Autonomous Region of the Aosta Valley
· Bornova Municipality (TR) - Professor Kamil Okyay Sindir, Mayor 
· Northern Ireland (UK) - Dr Catherine Watson, Head of Agri-Environment Branch at AFBI

Q&A from the audience
12.50
Conclusions from Chairperson, Ms. Eleni Marianou
LUNCH


